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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BAMAKO 2788 

EO 11652: N/ 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, ML 

SUB J : MALIAN GOVERNORS PLAY MUSICAL CHAIRS 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1 . MALI'S OFFACIAL DAILY L'ESSOR PUBLISHED AUGUST 9 AN 
AUGUST 3 MINISTERIAL DECREE WHICH SHUFFLED GOVERNORS 
AMONG FOUR OF MALI’S SIX REGIONS. GOVERNOR OF THE 
FIRST (KAYES) REGION, AMARA DANFAGA, TRADES PLACES WITH 
GOVERNOR IBRAHIMA AROULA MAIGA, GOVERNOR OF THE FIFTH 
(MOPTI) REGION, WHILE ABDOURAHMANE MAIGA, GOVERNOR OF 
THE FOURTH (SEGOU) REGION EXCHANGES POSTS WITH THE 
GOVERNOR OF THE THIRD (SIKASSO) REGION.FABDOULAYE 
OUOLOGUEM. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST MAJOR SHIFT IN REGIONAL 
GOVERNORS IN SEVERAL YEARS. GOVERNOR DANFAGA AND 
GOVERNOR ABDOURAHMANE MAIGA HAD BEEN AT THEIR POSTS 
SEVEN AND EIGHT YEARS, RESPECTIVELY. GOVERNOR OUOLO- 
GUEM HAS SERVED IN SIKASSO FOR FOUR YEARS AND GOVERNOR 
IBRAHIMA AROULA MAIGA HAS BEEN AT MOPTI FIVE. THE 
SHUFFLE LOGICALLY TAKES PLACE IN AUGUST WHEN GOVERNORS 
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INTO THEIR NEW POSTS. THE MOVE STEMS, HOWEVER, FROM 
CERTAIN POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THE GOVERNORS, 

USING LIMITED RESOURCES IN GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVAN- 
TAGED AREAS, HAVE ESTABLISHED A BETTER RECORD OF 
ADMINISTRATION THAN THE INCREASINGLY SELF-SERVING AND 
INEFFICIENT CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. DANFAGA AND ABDOURAH- 
MANE MAIGA, ESPECIALLY, HAVE BECOME BENEVOLENT AND 
POPULAR SATRAPS WITHIN THEIR REGIONS. AND DANFAGA 
IS CONSIDERED A CANDIDATE TO LEAD A NEW GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD THE PRESENT ONE FALL. BY CARRYING OUT THIS 
ADMINISTRATIVE SHIFT, THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
UNDERCUTS THE POWER BASE OF POTENTIAL USURPERS AND 
KEEPS, FOR THE MOMENT, A TIGHTER REIN ON REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

DAWKINS 
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